
      TOWN OF PAYSON 
AIRPORT COMMISSION 

Monday, September 12, 2016, 6:30 PM 
Town Council Chambers 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Jim Hunt called to order the duly posted Airport Commission meeting at        

6:32 p.m. in the Payson Town Council Chambers.   
 
B. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
C.    Roll Call:  Jim Hunt, Bill Day, Jon Barber, Dan Nyhus, Bob Pearson, and Robert Henley were present.     

 
Staff: Curtis Ward, Town Engineer, and Ray Law, Airport Coordinator, were present. 
 
Others Present:   Twelve members of the airport community was present. 

 
D.   Public Comments - Comments concerning items not on the agenda. 

Chairman Hunt asked for any comments from the public on items not on the agenda.  There were none. 
    

E.  Minutes   
The minutes from the May 9, 2016 meeting were presented for approval.  No comments or corrections were 
made.  Motion was made to approve by Vice Chairman Day, seconded by Member Barber. 
Approved 6-0        

 
 F.  Items for Discussion/Possible Action 

1. Review Proposals for additional private hangars at the airport 
Chairman Hunt asked for staff inputs on the subject.  Mr. Law explained that a Request For Proposal (RFP) had 
been sent out a few weeks ago and on the due date of August 23rd, the Town had received two proposals, both 
from Mr. Jim Garner.  A copy of those proposals along with a summary and considerations page provided by the 
Town Staff was distributed to each Commission member.  A discussion of what the best process would be for the 
Commissioners to review the proposals followed.  The final consensus was that each Commissioner would do 
their own individual review and then send their questions and comments to Mr. Law or Mr. Ward.  The Town 
staff would then consolidate the inputs and pass them to Mr. Garner so he could answer their questions for the 
next Airport Commission meeting.   Hopefully at that meeting, the proposals could be discussed and a decision of 
whether to recommend either one or both to the Town Council.  It was decided that the questions/comments from 
the Commissioners would be turned into the Town Staff no later than September 26th. 
No actions required 
 
2. New Airport Terminal Building and Restaurant 
Member Cook was not able to attend the meeting to give a report on this topic.   Mr. Law had spoken to Member 
Cook prior to the meeting and he reported that Member Cook had made inquiries to Ms. Beck (handles grants at 
the Town), Chapman Auto, and Tanner Auto about possible funding sources for a new terminal, but he had not 
received any responses from them at this time.  Chairman Hunt described the process that Tullahoma Airport had 
used to obtain funding for a new terminal and he stated that Member Cook was on the right track. 
No actions required 
  
3. Possibly adding the tag line “Rich Henry Field” to the name of the airport 
Mr. Bob Pearson presented a PowerPoint slide show that he and the other members on his team (Mr. Paul Pitkin, 
Ms. Marie Fasano, and Mr. Ray Law) had developed to show to the Town Council to explain why the airport 
should have a tag line of Rich Henry Field.  The presentation covered Mr. Henry’s history with Payson Airport 
and showed how he had improved it and helped the aviation community as a whole.  Mr. Pearson explained that 
he and other volunteers had collected many hundreds of signatures on a petition in favor of adding the tag line.  
After the presentation, Chairman Hunt and others offered suggestions to help improve the presentation before 
presenting it to the Council and for obtaining more petition signatures from other users of the airport.  Mr. 
Pearson stated that he thought the Airport Commission should wait to give the presentation to the Council once 
the newly elected Mayor and Council members are in place.  A discussion continued about whether to approve the 



presentation now or to wait and view the corrections and changes before voting on it.  It was decided that paper 
copies of changes be given to the Commissioners prior to the next meeting.  Mrs. Margie Oldenkamp and Ms. 
Marie Fasano expressed their disagreement with waiting for the new Council and thought it should be presented 
to the outgoing Council.  Chairman Hunt asked the Commissioners if there was a motion to approve it and present 
it to the current Council.  Mr. Pearson stated that he would prefer waiting for the new Council to be in place.  
Chairman Hunt asked if there was other comments, then closed the topic. 
No actions required 
 

G.         Management Report and Discussion 
 Mr. Law reported the following items:   

1. It was a good season of fire aircraft operations.  Besides helicopters, we had Baron twin-engine spotter 
aircraft operating out of the airport for over a month. 

2. We now have Suddenlink internet in airport offices. 
3. Replaced main photocell that controls runway lights and beacon. 
4. Contractor installed new culvert to drain infield between A1 and A2.  Working great! 
5. Purchased John Deere lawn tractor to help trimming small areas around airport. 
6. Purchased portable generator to provide mobile power for work such as vacuuming PAPIs, etc. 
7. Purchased 8 low-profile barricades (water fillable) along with solar lights and flags for each. 
8. Dennis Dueker attended state sprayer training and received his sprayer license.   
9. July 9th had individual drive truck through fence at Crosswinds.  Payson Fence repaired and individual 

has agreed to pay for fence repair. 
10. Dennis and I received “Hero of Payson” awards for letter received from happy camper. 
11. Had warranty inspection of runway paving – all good 
12. Had Diamond Twin land with brakes locked (parking brake) skidded and flattened both tires.  USFS  

crew helped push the aircraft off the runway onto Bravo Ramp. 
13. Forest Service trailer moved at end of season. 
14. Echo gate Opticom blown out, perhaps by lightening.  Replaced unit. 

 
H.  Schedule of future meetings and requests to Staff for the placement of items on future Commission 

Agendas – No Discussion Permitted.    
The Commission agreed that the next meeting would be held at 6:30 pm on Monday, November 14, 2016. 
 

I.        Adjournment  
Meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.       


