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19 December 2015 
 
Dear Planning and Zoning Commissioners for the Town of Payson: 
 
I am writing to ask that the request for a Right of Way (ROW) along Chaparral Pines Drive by The 
Chaparral Pines HOA and The Golf Club at Chaparral Pines be denied.  I make this request as a tax payer 
of Gila County, and part-time Payson resident (~ six months per year since 2005).  
 
I am a professional biologist, having worked in Arizona and the Southwest since 1970.  I am a full 

professor at Arizona State University, and a Senior Sustainability Scholar in the Center for Biodiversity 

Outcomes and the Julie Ann Wrigley Global Institute of Sustainability. I have followed this “controversy” 

since its inception almost ten years ago, shortly after I arrived as a part-time resident in Chaparral Pines 

(2005).  Like the MAJORITY of those that live therein, I voted “no” on this absurd fence when it was first 

proposed that we fund it via an “assessment” of many thousands of dollars per residence.   

I am confident that the fence proposed by the golfing contingent at Chaparral Pines is fatally flawed, and 

will be an exercise in futility.  It will not keep out elk, but may nonetheless lead to untoward wildlife 

consequences by channeling some species in inappropriate directions.  Trust that I have many close 

colleagues at the Arizona Game and Fish Department, where I have been licensed to address “nuisance 

wildlife issues” for the past 15 years, and I consulted with them when the fence was first proposed some 

years ago. My colleagues at AG&FD laughed out loud when I described the plan (similar then as now) for 

the fence; they argue convincingly that such an approach is doomed to failure—there are a number of 

issues, the least of which are height (it must be much taller, 10 ft would be in the ball park), and width (it 

must be much more substantial).  AG&FD personnel have considerable experience with these sorts of 

developments—when residents are desirous of wildlife relocation—and have seen that fences rarely 

work.  For one, the “gaps” required for egress (near gates), or as a result of recalcitrant homeowners (ie, 

those that opt out of fence placement), result in an inability to properly “seal” the neighborhood.   

As a biologist, I can also speak to the absurd notion that the fence is in ANY way related to “safety”; elk 

are NOT a menace to homeowners, hikers, or recreationists.  The elk are only an issue for the minority 

of residents that golf, and view the minor disturbances by wildlife as problematic.  Most of those 

residents I encounter while enjoying the neighborhood appreciate the opportunity to observe elk and 

other wildlife. 

Thanks for your consideration, 

 

Brian K. Sullivan, 2601 E. Elk Run, Chaparral Pines    

 



21 December 2015 

 

Dear Planning and Zoning Commissioners for the Town of Payson: 

 

I am writing to ask that the request for a Right of Way (ROW) along Chaparral Pines Drive by 

The Chaparral Pines HOA and The Golf Club at Chaparral Pines be denied.  I make this request 

as a tax payer of Gila County, and part-time Payson resident.  

 

I am deeply disappointed that after our resident golfers “lost” the vote on this fence (the majority 

of those that live in Chaparral Pines do not want this fence!), they have somehow taken over the 

HOA and convinced them to begin spending money that would be much better spent on fire 

wising the neighborhood than undertaking this doomed means of improving their golf game! 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Elizabeth Sullivan 

Elizabeth Sullivan, 2601 E. Elk Run, Chaparral Pines    

 




